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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Thursday 28th November 2019 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.


PRESENT:

Chairman: Cllr Carol Milne

Councillors:
E Law-Riding, H Wilson, D Royle  
66
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

A Brown, J Dickinson, G Rollinson

67
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest

68
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Helen Smith, Community Projects Officer from the Ribble Rivers Trust attended the meeting to speak to an item about a proposed Circular Walk around Ribchester to be established and waymarked under a ‘Ribble Life Together’ project.  A plan of the proposed walk, and a specimen leaflet prepared for another circular walk in the area were provided as exemplars.  She reported that the Roman Museum was interested in being included in such an information leaflet, and also that video or audio clips could be included in the associated App to accompany the walk.  It was proposed that the 15 prospective walks in the Ribble Valley would be prepared ready for a summer walking festival in 2020.  The proposal met with approval from the Council.  It was confirmed that the project would be fully funded by the Trust.
69
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2019 were carried over pending the clarification of minutes No. 61 and 62.
70
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

MIN 65(3).  Removal of Telephone Box on Blackburn Road.  As no objections had been received during the period of public consultation (ending on 28 November), it was confirmed that the Parish Council would now go ahead and apply to adopt the empty box, with a view to installing another defibrillator for the village. Cost of adopting the box is set at £1.
ACTION Application to be made to BT and to RVBC to adopt the telephone box (Done)
71
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

There were no planning applications outstanding at the time of the Council meeting.

72
FINANCIAL MATTERS/ACCOUNTS
(1) It was noted that, in line with previous practice, that a Budget Sub-Committee had met (on 18 November) to consider the proposed budget and Precept for the financial year 2020/2021.  Given the availability of the Councillors at this November Council meeting, it was proposed to stand down  Agenda item 7, as otherwise the same small sub-group (plus one) would be making a final decision.  This was deemed not to be appropriate.
AGREED To hold a follow-up meeting of the Council (with as many Councillors present as could attend) with one Agenda

            
     Item, to consider and approve the proposed Budget and Precept recommendations.  (Done).

(2) It was noted that the current local Auditor, Tim Rainford, had decided to relinquish the position, and that another local Auditor needed to be found for the year end in March.  A name was proposed.
ACTIONS   To write a letter of thanks to Mr Rainford for all his work on the Parish Council’s behalf for many years.

 To approach the named person to ascertain willingness to undertake this role.

(3) Payments.
RESOLVED – that the following November payments be made:
Clerk – Clerical services 



£250.10

Auditor – Final Payment



£220.00

SS Peter & Pauls Hall Hire



£25.00
(4)  To consider the financial implications of a proposal from Mr T Jones at the White Bull for white-lining to be added to the Hillock Car Park to assist with the organisation of the parking for the pub.  Proposal that the costs should be shared three-ways.

It was acknowledged that since the White Bull had re-opened, the car park had been managed much more successfully than in the recent past, and the request was felt to be understandable, however, the item generated a wider-ranging debate about the status of the Hillock and its significance as the historical centre of the village.  (It used to be the market place).  Concerns were expressed about the appearance of painted white lines in the conservation area at the heart of the village, it was opined that the white lines would be obtrusive.  The alternative suggestion of the placing of ropes to mark-out parking spaces was also discounted for a number of reasons, not least, for trip hazards, and providing items which may be used inappropriately.  
ACTION – to notify Mr Jones that his proposal had not been accepted, but to acknowledge that the Council was aware 

              of and sympathetic to the on-going problems of car-parking on the Hillock/car park. (Done)
(5) To authorise payments which would need to be actioned during December (when no Parish Council meeting scheduled).  These will include (inter alia) Clerk’s salary; the purchase of a Christmas Tree for the Millennium Garden; any likely costs for updating the website, and any likely cost for a deposit for the Information Board, also in the Millennium Garden.  (First and second items – Done)
73
MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
The following report was received from Cllr Brown: (Minute amended)
Given the forthcoming General Election, the  RVBC’s attention had temporarily been diverted from its regular activity.  The Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee meeting in November had had to be curtailed owing to the illness of the Chair.  Agenda items will be carried forward to the next meeting.  In respect of the election, Ribchester’s Polling Station has been moved back to the Village Hall on Riverside.  
Comments were invited for submission to a Borough review of Drug misuse, which will be convened in the New Year.  The meeting had generated a lengthy discussion about a Government letter to Parish Clerks about website compliance with a new Accessibility Policy.   

74
MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH
(1) Wartime Christmas Event – it was reported that this was on-going.  A run-through would be taking place on Sunday 8 December.

(2) Village Christmas Tree – it was reported that this would not, this year, be provided by the Openshaws, who have been donating a Christmas tree to the village for the past 20 years.  Parish Clerk to organise and arrange delivery by 14 December, when the crib and the tree lights would be lit. (Done)
(3) Best Kept Village Competition 2019 – reports had finally be received on the results.  There was disappointment that this year’s result for the village was worse than in 2018, despite all the efforts made by so many residents.  The reports will form the basis of the planning for 2020, when it was hoped that a significantly better placing could be achieved.

(4) Website Accessibility Statement Required. – A report had just been received about website accessibility.  Further information would be required, as the report was very detailed and complex.  It would be necessary to ascertain just what level of accessibility would be necessary for a small village website.  
(5) Additional defibrillator for the village.  Following on from the initial discussion about retaining the telephone box, further points were raised about the need for training in its use; obtaining further information about responsibilities for upkeep etc from Mr C Byers.  Noted, that the first step would be to apply for adoption of the empty telephone box.

75
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

CONFIRMED – the next Parish Council meeting would take place on Monday 20 January 2020.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.35pm

Confirmed as a true record



_________________________  Chairman

_________________   Date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

.

